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EXAM NATI ON BY
GARY ABE
(Time: 1340.)

MR. ABE: M nane is Gary Abe. And today
i s Monday, February 19, 2001. And I'mwth M chae
Nol an, and he has given consent to have this
interview tape-recorded. And it's 10 after 7 p. m

M chael, do you want ne to call you
"M ckui", or Mchael?

MR. NOLAN: Either. Mckui is fine.

MR. ABE: Okay, Mckui. MWhat 1'd |like you
to do is just start off giving ne your name and your
address. And fromthat point on, I'd just |ike you
to sort of describe your day on the USS Greenville
fromthe time that you got on board until the tine
t hat you depart ed.

And just sort of tell your story in as much
detail as you renenber. And if there are sone
gquestions that | have to clarify anything, I'Il ask
you at that point. OCkay?

MR. NOLAN:  Um hum

MR. ABE: Okay, let's go ahead and start.

MR. NOLAN: My nane is M chael Nolan. Many
people would call me Mckui, Mi-c-k-u-i.

| live at (omtted).
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On February, the 9th, we had an early
mor ni ng departure on the USS Greenville, sonmewhere
around 7-8 o'clock in the nmorning. W were net at
the parking | ot outside of the Pearl Harbor base
gate and escorted by a representative fromthe Navy,
a person by the nanme of Rowena, to the subdock

VWhen we got there, we parked our vehicles
there and we were greeted by the Captain, Captain
Waddl e, and the Chief of Staff as our escort at the
sub. That's the Chief of Staff of the submarine
base, under Rear Adm ral Konetzni

When we nmet the Captain, he introduced
himself to us and he had a few words for all of us.

He told us that-- he actually entreated us to speak
to any nmenber of the crew that we wanted to, that
his crew would be forthcom ng with any information,
as long of course as it was not classified. And
t hat probably -- in a joking way -- that we woul dn't
be able to shut them up because they were so proud
of what they did, and they were very confident with
their jobs.

And, basically, with that then we went
aboard the ship, the subnarine.

We all went down into the sub while it was
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docked at port. And the sub got underway. As it
was underway, we were then asked if we would like to
go up above deck, and we did.

At this point, we were just starting to
| eave Pear|l Harbor. We were going through Pearl
Har bor com ng up past the Battleship Mssouri. The
Har bor, of course, is very calm

And even though it was very calm you tend
to stand in the mddle of the submarine because
there's nothing to hold on to. And it's kind of an
intimdating experience, especially if you're not |
guess a submari ner

My wife and | stood near the main sai
because we could at |east |ean against that. That
gave us sone stability. And | recall as we |left
that the Captain's wife was on shore. As we were
passi ng, they exchanged greetings.

Before we had left, he had al so nentioned
t hat many people do make sonme calls to their friends
and rel atives when they take this trip out, so we
t hought that would be a great idea.

So we called ny nother in New York and | et
her know that we were going out, and called Susan's
dad. And as we got past the M ssouri and started
getting out to the nouth of Pearl Harbor, then we
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were asked to go bel ow decks again. So, we did
t hat .

After we went bel ow decks, it seens to ne |
t hi nk we went back to the crew s nmess. That's where
we had initially gone when we went down into the
sub. We went to the crew s ness.

We stayed in the crew s nmess for a while
and then the opportunity came for us to go above to
the conning tower in twos and fours. And | believe
Susan and | were the last two of the group to go
t here.

So everyone was geared up with equipnent so
that we would be able to be attached to sonething
there. We would be secured, without falling off.

So we were all -- it was enlisted nen, but
they suited us all up and made sure that all the
straps were properly aligned and tightened and that
we were secure.

Then we clinbed up to | guess it's the
conning tower. \When we got up to the conning tower,
we were nmet by the Captain. And he was very
cordi al, spoke about his Naval career and his
famly. | alnost felt like I learned his whole life
story, which was remarkable | thought that he was so
forthcom ng with everything.
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He felt very confortable with us. He was |
guess even smoking a cigar with John Hall, a half a
one. He had a couple of puffs. | guess he |iKkes
his cigars.

So, in the course of that conversation,
because he really got into this whole thing -- and |
guess it was nostly not because of nyself and Susan
bei ng there, but the other two couples | think were
close to his town, where he canme fromin Texas.

So he really got into a discussion about
they went to the same schools, and things like that.

And | guess that's why he got so into his whole
life with them because he related to them

And we wound up staying up there probably a
| ot | onger than nost anybody else did. Alnpbst to
the point that they kept telling himthat it was
time for us to go down. And he would say, "Well,
|"mnot finished with ny story yet."

But, eventually, we did then go back down
again. And we got out of our gear and we were
actually -- took our gear off in the Captain's
cabin. And we remained in the Captain's cabin for
some tine.

MR. ABE: As a group?

MR. NOLAN: No, just the four of us, the
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| ast four of us that were there. Everyone was ki nd
of on these little tours, | think, you know, with
sonmeone as a gui de, you know, wal king about the
submarine, |earning different things about the
submari ne.

So then, after that we toured the ship as
well. We went through the crew s quarters and then
down | believe into the torpedo room In the
torpedo room of course, at each place we got
briefings on all of the workings of that particular
station, what they did in the torpedo room

We al so had a denonstration of | guess they
fired sone slugs. And about four of the people had
a hands-on thing where they were able to fire the
slug and get that -- put the equi pnment on us, and
everything was done in a very professional manner.

You know, letting us know beforehand what
to expect, the sounds, the pressure, that we were
all equipped with the head gear so that we woul dn't
have any damage to our ears.

Then | think also what had happened was we
were given the opportunity to clinb into the torpedo
tube, which | declined. A little large for a
torpedo tube. But, one of our party did, and they
gave him sone coveralls, and he clinmbed on down
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t here.

And he wrote his name down at the very end
of the torpedo tube with his little flashlight. And
| believe there was one of the Kennedys had witten
in there.

So | was very inmpressed that he had the
nerve to go down there. But, he was happy to cone
out when he did conme out.

MR. ABE: |'m sure of that.

MR. NOLAN: So, let's see. What happened?

After the torpedo room we went up to, let's see, |
t hi nk the sonar room We wal ked up through the ship
and so we got a briefing in the sonar roomw th al
of the equi pnment and saw how t hat wor ked.

From the sonar room then we went into the
control room W stayed there until lunch. And
can recall that -- | think it was second-in-command
Pfeifer was rather anxi ous because we were al
rat her hungry.

And | guess the Captain had gotten into
anot her discussion. | think he was having |lunch
with John Hall and his wife and M. Clary and his
wife.

So they had spent probably nore tine than
they normally have at |lunch. And they kept trying
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to send the word down that would kind of gently
nudge the Captain to, you know, "We're starving up
here. W'd |like to have lunch."

So, eventually, though, it was our turn to
go down to the Officer's ness. And we ate with M.
Pfeifer. He was sitting next to nme on ny right at
the head of the table, the Captain's seat. And M.
Meador. He was sitting at the other end of the
table. | guess they were the next two senior
of ficers above the submarine.

MR. ABE: M ckui, before we go, can you
tal k about what you all did in the control room at
this point, during this tour?

MR. NOLAN: Well, let's see. As | can
recall, we |ooked at all of the controls. You know,
we saw the two seats where the people drive the
submarine. There were conversations going on and
expl anati ons going on about what they did, what al
of these controls were.

And, of course, any questions that we had
with regards to those instruments or what-have-you,
they were answered for us and explained to us.

There was a nunber of people of course in
the control room-- the plotter doing his job, and
sone people were talking to himand getting
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expl anations from him of what his job was.

They were working with the periscope as

well. And | believe sonme people had an opportunity
to take a | ook out the periscope. | believe |I did
as well. | | ooked at the periscope.

What else? | guess, after we had gotten

t hese general briefings in there, we were just Kkind
of waiting to go to lunch. So | didn't feel that it
was any more of a briefing than any of the other

pl aces that we went to.

It was all very detailed and any interest
you had, you spoke to them | think | spoke to sone
extent with the Oficer of the Deck there about a
whol e variety of things. You know, about Navy life,
about the submarine life.

About, you know, how they coped wth
different things, and what they did for exercise.
Just to find out about the nen and what it was |ike
to be on a submarine. And, you know, how they were
able to cope with being confined, and how | ong they
were at sea.

And, really, just learning all about them
you know. That was one of the big things about the
trip, to | earn about these men who were out there
really protecting us, serving our country.
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And to be able to | earn about that, and
then take that information and bring it back to
other civilians that don't have that opportunity to
l et them know at | east through this nmethod about
what it's all about.

And | was very inpressed. | was inpressed
with the fact that a | ot of themwere very young, in
my mnd. But, at the sanme tine, their youth didn't
in any way infringe upon their professionalism
their expertise in their jobs.

It was extrenely obvious that they were
extrenely conpetent at what they did. Just by the
way t hey answered questions and the know edge, the
dept h of know edge, they had about everything.

There was never anyone that said: | don't
know. They always had the answer. So that was very
i npressive, made you feel like very secure with
where you were.

And you forgot, if you had any
cl austrophobic feelings, that you were confined. |
had to -- Susan may have told you this, ny wfe,

t hat she had sone reservati ons about doing this.

MR. ABE: She did.

MR. NOLAN: And, you know, | tried to
explain to her that this would be a once in a
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lifetime opportunity for her. And that it was not
like being in a Wrld War |1 submari ne where you're
inalittle tube or sonething because she has

cl austrophobi ¢ tendenci es.

And so | didn't push her but, you know, |
tried to |l et her make her own m nd. But, she
finally did. And I -- with the exception of what
happened, |1'm sure she was very happy that she did.

MR. ABE: Yes. She, | think, other than
t he accident, she was really glad that she did.

MR. NOLAN: Yes, because she |learned a |ot.

That's what | think it was all about, to get
soneone who doesn't have the opportunity to have
this kind of experience. | nean it's |like a sponge
that you're just soaking up all of this know edge
and first-hand experience.

It's one thing if sonebody tries to tell
you a story. But, to be there, to see the things,
to see the people who are actually being part of it,
| don't think you can get into a better |earning
experience.

And, for an adult, it's like going to
school, really, but you learn imediately. You
know, you're not | earning ABC because you already
know t hat .
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And you can ask questions. You know, sone
of the questions initially that she brought up, you
know, no one woul d have thought of:

"Why aren't there any wonen on board this
submarine?" It becanme a big issue. The Chief of
Staff said, "Well, we'll address this question again
| ater, and you may have conme up with the answer by
t hen, or many answers why they weren't.

In fact, | came up with what | thought was
a very good answer, because | had to wait for one of
the wives in the head. And, you know, wonen have a
tendency to spend a little bit nore tinme than the
men do. You get in and you're out, and they seemto
dal ly.

And when you have to go, you know, you're
just kind of dancing around.

That was anot her reason why | appreciated
the nen there because, you know, they didn't just
kind of | eave you hangi ng, you know. One of the
fell ows wal king by me could see ny anxiety.

He said, "Follow nme, sir. He took me up
to another place where | could get to a head. And
so | was very grateful for that.

And so they were very, very helpful. They

never left you alone. You always had soneone around
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that was there that was escorting you or talking to
you or hel ping you with where you wanted to go, to
be.

So I think, fromthat standpoint, it was
very inmportant. | know that, in the press, it's
conme out that it may have been a distraction. Sone
peopl e have said, well, they could have distracted
them fromtheir duties.

But, | feel that, you know, this is not the
first time that these people have done this. And
t hat even in doing this and having other people on
board, they were very professional in that.

It didn't distract fromwhat they had to
do. That had the priority. Any tine there was al
about what their job was, that's where they were
conpletely at.

And not that we would even want to distract
them fromthem doing their job because you would
feel that m ght inperil you, but you never felt
that. | don't think anyone in the group ever felt
at any time that there was anything that they had to
worry about.

That's how confident they made you feel.

So | think that's inportant to mention.
MR. ABE: COkay, let's go ahead. Before |
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st opped you for this clarification, you were going
down into the crew s decks.

MR. NOLAN: So then we went to have |unch.

And, as | said, M. Pfeifer sat on my right. He
was at the Captain's seat at the head of the table,
and M. Meador was at the other end. MW wfe was
t here.

The ot her bulk of the civilians, the other
hal f of the group, was there. And we wound up
having a great lunch and a great conversation and,
agai n, tal king about everything under the sun,
appreciating the food that was brought to us.

The people that were serving fromthe ness,
talking to them So it was very, very pleasant, so
much so that | think we probably stayed there --
al so stayed there rather |ong, because we got the
message that, you know, the Captain was -- tinme was
runni ng out.

MR. ABE: Right.

MR. NOLAN: He was going to do the fina
maneuvers and, you know, we've got to cone up to the
control room Because it was approaching -- | think
he was supposed to come back around 2 o' cl ock,
sonething |ike that.

So, we, in fact --
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MR. ABE: By back, you nean back to?

MR. NOLAN: Back to Pearl| Harbor.

So we went up to the control room and
that's when they went through these maneuvers. |
think they called it the angles and dangl es.

And as far as you had asked nme for where |
was standi ng when we were in the control room | was
on the -- | guess it's the starboard side where the
firing panel is?

MR. ABE: Right.

MR. NOLAN: And | was standing right next
to the passageway into the sonar room

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: In fact, when we hit some of
t hese angl es and dangles, it was obvious we had to
hold on to sonething, but I was watching the other
seamen and | just noticed they just |eaned the other
way.

And so, if you bal anced yourself, you
really didn't have to hold on to anything. And so
Susan, ny wife, was of course holding on. And | was
maki ng sure | had a good grip on her so she didn't
go flying the other way.

| said, "Susan, just lean this way." And I
was very proud of nyself that, |ook, I've got ny

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

sealegs. Here | just lean this way, and that was a
great experience in and of itself.

And it was very inpressive that the force
of that boat, how it could maneuver through the
water. And you could appreciate the nmaneuvers by
the way it noved and your bal ance changed.

The Captain had even made sonet hi ng before
he started his maneuvers, a statenent to the effect
t hat :

"You know, we'll see how well the crewis
prepared for this. | don't want to hear any things
falling, and everything should be secure, and this
will be a test for them"

And so we went through all of those
maneuvers. From where | was standing, | was facing
into the control room And sone of the angles
sonetimes actually had me | eaning through the entry
way into the sonar room because of the distinctness
of the way they were going up and down.

| was | ooking at the Captain. The Captain
was right at the periscopes, right in front of the
peri scopes, looking at the entire control panel from
about where the first guy steering sits for the
second guy steering and focusing, you know, very
intently on the panel and giving the commands and
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t he orders about what exactly they were doing.

MR. ABE: At this point, all the guests
wer e observers.

MR. NOLAN: Yes.

MR. ABE: No one was sitting in any
operating seats?

MR. NOLAN: No. M. Hall was sitting like
-- there was a seat that was |ike facing the next
passageway that went to the -- that canme through
fromthe ness hall. | guess it was the m ddl e one.

It was next to the first steering position.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: And I think M. Clary was
sitting there next to himas well.

So, as we were going through all of these
angl es and dangles, we were all just observers.

MR. ABE: So the helm and the plane were by
the crew.

MR. NOLAN: Yes.

MR. ABE: And then the seats off to the
side looking into the entrance, |ooking fromthe
periscope to the entrance, that --

MR. NOLAN: There were some seats right in
front. | nmean it's |ike not at the periscope but in
front of that whole structure there, alnost right in
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front of the doorway entrance.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: And | don't know if those seats
wer e supposed to be there or if they put themthere
for them

MR. ABE: There was three? There were
t hree seats?

MR. NOLAN: But | know that they were
sitting there. And, it seened to be, you know, the
easi est way, they didn't have to really worry about
hol di ng on to anything because they were sitting
down and the seats were secure.

And so they didn't have to hold on to
sonet hi ng when they went through these maneuvers.

MR. ABE: Ckay.

MR. NOLAN: Then we cane to the point where
they were going to do the energency blow. This was
the | ast event before we were ready to do back into
Pear| Harbor.

| know this is an inportant tinme. Again,
as | said, I was standing facing the Captain.

MR. ABE: Do you have any idea about what
time this is we're tal king about now?

MR. NOLAN: | never | ooked at a clock on
that whole trip. | nean you were just so intense
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with everything that was going on.
MR. ABE: Sure.

MR. NOLAN: And the experience, it was just

riveting.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: But | was just really intent
on, | mean, the Captain was the man in charge. He

really had my attention.

And | know that they went up to periscope
depth again so they could check to see if there was
anyt hi ng out there.

And |'m not sure which officer or crewran
did it first, but one of the crew did the first 360
degree | ook.

That was i medi ately foll owed by the
Captain, who did two 360-degree | ooks. And he
didn't just quickly do it either. He stopped and
| ooked, and stopped and | ooked. And as he went
around, this other crewman wal ked on |i ke opposite
hi m

If the Captain was on that side of the
periscope, as it nmoved around, this crewman just
wal ked with him And so that was the procedure that
happened.

Then, the Captain left the control room and
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went through that door where M. Hall was seated
next to the hel msman and cane into the sonar room

MR. ABE: Ckay.

MR. NOLAN: And | know that because, like I
said, | was standing in the doorway of the sonar
room Then of course | see himthere, and he
started checking the sonar, | guess, |ooking to see
if he could see anything there. And he was in there
for a while.

Then he cane --

MR. ABE: So the CO went into the sonar

roonf

MR. NOLAN: Yes. Yes.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: Went into the sonar room
checked that. Then, after he was in there for a

whi |l e and checked that, he canme out and took his
position again where he was before.

| believe that M. Pfeifer remained in the
sonar room and said, "Ckay, | will watch the sonar
whil e, you know, you are on the bridge," or whatever
t hey call that.

It was at that tinme that he had nmade an
announcenent at sone point in time before that
asking M. Hall if he would like to do the energency
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blow And M. Hall said yes, he woul d.

And he asked M. Clary if he would like to

sit at the -- | guess that's the helmsman, his seat.
And he sai d okay.

And he said, "I'lIl tell you when to get up
fromthose seats to do this."

So, when they were ready to do this
procedure, then M. Hall got up and went to the port
side to where these nechanisns are.

MR. ABE: Right.

MR. NOLAN: So I'm | ooking at himand I see
his back. He's up there like this, his hands on the
i nstrunents.

And let's see, who else did sonething?
Todd Thoman's wife, | believe it was, Deanda.

MR. ABE: Todd? \What's her name?

MR. NOLAN: Deanda. Wth a "D"

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: She did, you know, | guess they
sounded this horn like three times. And so she did
that. And, actually, she had to be assisted with
t hat because she couldn't press it hard enough, |
guess, and so one of the crewman held her hand while
they did that, three tinmes.

Then, M. Hall, you know, | forget what he
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said. He said sonmething about getting ready to do

t he emergency blow. And then he hit the val ves and
you could hear the ballast | guess being flooded, or
expel l ed, or whatever it does, and counted out then
"one, 1,000..." sonething. He was yelling out sone

nunbers.

MR. ABE: This is M. Hall?

MR. NOLAN: Yes, M. Hall.

And M. Clary was at that point in tinme in
t he hel nsman seat as well. And then we started to
go up. And --

MR. ABE: Let nme ask you this.

MR. NOLAN: Yes.

MR. ABE: Make this point.

What type of supervision was M. Hall and
M. Clary, | guess? Wre there crew nenbers near
by?

MR. NOLAN: Al npbst on top of them

MR. ABE: Can you describe that?

MR. NOLAN: Well, whoever the men were that
normal ly would do that, | mean they were right
there. They were telling himexactly what to do.
And it was al nost a hands on hands kind of scenario.

| couldn't really see M. Clary as clearly

as | saw M. Hall because he was kind of -- M.
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Clary was kind of -- his position was kind of
obscured from ne.

Especially when we were in this ascent.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: Once we started going up, |
think -- and | can't really remenber specifically
but I think they were calling out either the speed
or as we were going, so we got the sensation of the
feeling of just how fast this boat was going up.

MR. ABE: For instance, for M. Clary and

M. Hall, when you said the crew nenbers were al nost
on top of him was that |like -- can you describe
that in a sense of -- like for M. Clary, who was in

the helmsman's seat, was he driving the boat?

MR. NOLAN: | couldn't tell. | mean he was
sitting in the seat.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: And | really didn't | ook that
much upon it because, you know, like | said, he was
ki nd of obscured. And because he wasn't saying
anyt hing, you know, it didn't |ook |ike he was doing
anyt hi ng.

So, you know, ny attention was not drawn to
himat all. But |I knew that he was in the seat
because he was told that nowis the tinme for himto
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go sit in the seat, just before that maneuver.

And | can renmenber M. Hall calling out and
his hands spread like this on these instrunents to
bl ow t he bal | ast, or whatever it was.

MR. ABE: Was there a crew nenber who al so
had his hands on the sw tches?

MR. NOLAN: | can't renenber.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: | can't renmenber. | can't say
that | actually see that in nmy n nd.

MR. ABE: Ckay. Fine.

MR. NOLAN: Anything el se?

MR. ABE: No.

MR. NOLAN: So we're going up and as we
were -- you could feel that we had broken the
surface because it was like the incline, the
steepness of the incline kind of fell off as the
boat was com ng up on to the surface.

And it seened just as that happened, we get
this huge boom | nmean it was a boom The way --
that's how they must have come up with this word

"boont - -

-- because literally and it was a | oud
boom And | could visibly see the Captain, you
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know, react to it. And as M. Hall had said, his
wor ds were, "Jesus, what the hell was that?"

And in the next instance, there was nmaybe
two or three seconds -- not even two or three
seconds. Maybe, a second or two -- all of a sudden
t hen, the whol e boat shuddered.

And in retrospect, | realize now that what
that was the stern, fin, whatever they call that,
that had to be hitting the boat.

What | thought was happeni ng, what scared
me at that tinme -- | was not as scared of the boom
as | was of the shudder. | thought the submarine
was breaki ng apart.

And so |, you know, you get that initia
feeling of, you know, panic.

MR. ABE: Right.

MR. NOLAN: So that subsided when | didn't
see any water or anything comng in. And we were
i medi ately, | nmean the crew went into |ike
i nst ant aneous reacti on.

And we were imedi ately taken off the --
out of the control room and taken to the crew s
ness.

MR. ABE: When you say -- can you descri be
what the crew s reaction was? | nean you said they
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i medi ately...?

MR. NOLAN: | nean it was -- | think it was
M. Pfeifer canme out of the sonar room and took his
position on the bridge there.

The Captain stepped back.

VWho el se was there? The Chief of Staff was
on the starboard side also. And | think he stepped
back so as to kind of get out of the way so that,
you know, all the nmen could do their job.

So it's |like everybody just kind of sprung
into action to handl e whatever this emergency was.

MR. ABE: Was M. Clary still in his seat?

MR. NOLAN: | don't know.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: | don't know. | was the |ast
one to |l eave there. But | nean we were out of there
init seemed |ike seconds.

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: And, as | said, we were
escorted back down into the crew s ness. | think
M. Hall was in front of me at sone point in tinme.
Actually, he was in front of me when we |left the
crew s mess.

We got into the crew s nmess and the thing
that -- | don't knowif the word is "shocked" or it
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surprised nme or that | was amazed to see was that
t hey had these nonitors on, you know, the screens
t hat show what's going on on the surface.

And the shock was there was this boat

t here.

MR. ABE: You saw the boat?

MR. NOLAN: Oh, yes. That's -- the fact
that | was seeing it, | said "Why are they not

| ooking at this? Do they actually know that this is
on?"

And we were just |ike nmesnerized by this
thing. And the size of this boat, | mean the waves,
it was really choppy and this thing was just
bounci ng around.

Al nost as soon as we got in there and sat
down, the crew was rushing in to the mess with al
ki nds of equi pnment and setting up, you know, to take
care of any energency, any survivors, any people
t hat were injured.

And so it was obvious that they had to get
us out of there. In the nmeantinme, this -- this
vessel is going down. So, as we're | eaving and
everybody is leaving, | was the |last one to | eave
the crew s ness.

And | stopped at the door to wait. | don't
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know why | had to see it but | had to see that ship
go down. And that was the last thing | saw before |
left there, was that it went on down.

MR. ABE: How long do you think it took?

MR. NOLAN: | don't think it took nore than
five mnutes, to tell you the truth. It was fast.
It went down.

MR. ABE: Did you see any --

MR. NOLAN: Survivors?

MR. ABE: -- survivors?

MR. NOLAN: That was the other thing that

| ater occurred to ne. | said, "You know, all I
could see was the ship. | couldn't literally see
any people.” | don't know if they were too small or

what, but it was just that boat there.

And the thing that inpressed me was it, you
know, | ooked like a big boat. It wasn't just a
little, tiny boat. And it went down extrenely fast.

Fromthe tine that we -- I"msure that it
wasn't nore than five mnutes. So, |ater, when we
were actually back out on top of the submarine and
we could see the danage to the tail of the sub where
all of the paint was removed fromit, then it was
obvi ous was the shudder was that part of the
submari ne nmust have been cutting through the hull of
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t hat boat.

And | would think that that's why it went
down so fast. | nean |I'm not an expert by any neans
but my own logic will tell me that a vessel of that

wei ght novi ng through the water that fast com ng up
and hitting anything is not going to be stopped by
anything. That had to be like a knife cutting

t hrough that hull.

And it nust have just "ssshhsss" cut right
through it, and that's why it went down so fast.

| don't think that the initial boom was
anything nore than possibly a dent in both hulls.
But | think that rudder going through, that whole
shudderi ng of the boat, was, you know, until you
| ook at that other boat, we're not going to really
know.

But, if I were to take a guess, that's what
| would guess. | nmean it nmay have been that when
the hulls collided, they put a big hole in it.

But, |I think that the real damage may have
cone fromthat. Again, that's all speculation on ny
part just fromwhat | saw of the damage to, you
know, because it was |like the paint was all renoved
fromit. And | was amazed it wasn't bent or
anything like that.
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That thing nmust be one solid piece.

MR. ABE: During that tinme you were in the
crew s mess, was the intercomon? And, if so --

MR. NOLAN: Did we hear anything?

MR. ABE: Can you renenber conversations
and- -

MR. NOLAN: | was so nesnerized by this
ship. | mean | just could not believe it. | nean
was literally in disbelief that | was seeing this
boat there because, in ny mnd, | said, "How could
we have hit anything? How could we not know that --
this is a mlitary submarine. This is what they do.

How coul d we not know?"

And the thing that occurred to me was, you
know, is that it had to be a sonar problem | nean
| woul d have thought that that's what sonar is for,
to detect other boats.

| mean if this was -- if we were at war,
you certainly wouldn't want to cone up under the
eneny |like that, would you?

MR. ABE: No.

MR. NOLAN: So that's, in ny mnd, that's
what | thought had happened. That there was
sonet hing wwong with the sonar, because they went
t hrough everything. | nmean they didn't do anything
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in a haphazard manner.

The Captain was very, very thorough. | was
extrenely inpressed with how | oyal his crew was to
him They had a special bond where he called up --
he didn't call him "ensign" or "private" or
what ever. He called them "Shi pmates”. You know,
"Shi pmate. "

And he was |ike a teacher. You know, any
time he had to tell sonebody sonething, he would --
he had a special way of doing it.

And we found with talking to, | nean, there
were sonme senior chiefs there that had had many
years' experience. Sonme of the crew didn't have
t hat nmuch experience. | mean enough so they were
responsi bl e where they were, but obviously this was
inportant training for themas well.

| think they were getting ready to go out
on a mssion. And so having this kind of training
was not for our benefit, it was for their benefit.

| even believe, in speaking to one of the
crew, one of them had nmentioned that, you know, he
had gotten out of the Submarine Corps and was doing
ot her things in the Navy, but canme back because of
Captain Waddl e, just to serve under him

So, obviously, he commanded a trenmendous
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amount of respect and confidence fromhis nen. And
we were -- | think he spoke to everyone. |'m sure.

| would be very surprised if every civilian that
you' ve spoken to has had nothing but gl ow ng things
to say about this Captain.

We all feel, as badly as we feel for the
peopl e that lost their lives and the people that had
to go into the water, we feel just as bad for him
because here's a man that seemed to me to be on his
way to a fantastic career.

He had Adm ral stanped all over him And
to have it snatched away in an instant is al nost --
al nost an Act of God because for the life of ne,
reason cannot explain to me how this happened.

It wasn't because of neglect, that's for
sure.

MR. ABE: In going back, do you renenber
hearing anything on the intercons while you were in
t here?

MR. NOLAN: As | said --

MR. ABE: No?

MR. NOLAN: -- | was just so riveted by
this whol e experience, this disbelief of this boat
being there, that we had hit it, it was surreal.

MR. ABE: Can you -- do you renenber, or
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can you describe your thoughts on | guess the
environnent in the ship at that tine?

| mean were people -- the type of activity,
| guess, that was going on?

MR. NOLAN: Well, now that you nmention it,
now you did rem nd ne of something that | do recal
t hat was announced over the speakers.

And it was the Captain telling themto go
about their jobs, to be calmin doing it, to take it
back a notch. They had trained for these
circunstances and to do the jobs that they were
trained for in the nost professional way that they
knew how to. And just do everything by the nunbers.

So it was kind of a calmng thing to his
crew because the crew, | nean their adrenalin was
up. | nmean this is sonething that no one, you know
vaguely, even in their wldest imagination
antici pated or expected.

But, when we went down fromthe crew s
room we went down to the torpedo room John Hal
and nyself, we even hel ped out by -- there's like a
gaff that they have there. And we helped untie the
gaff. | took the gaff and helped himto take it up
t opsi de.

We just stayed there. Periodically, we'd
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have the -- the Chief of Staff would conme down and
give us a report.

MR. ABE: \Vhere were you at this tinme now?

MR. NOLAN: In the torpedo room

MR. ABE: Okay.

MR. NOLAN: | was standing right at the
door to the torpedo room so | was the first one to
cone through.

The doctor came down, the guy that they
call "Doc", the nmedic, and he brought down seasi ck
pills. That sub on top of the surface was j ust
rocking and rolling. So the wonen and the nen were,
you know, getting to that point where they were
turni ng green.

So he was there for anybody that needed any
hel p. He brought some water down. He passed sone
pills around to whoever needed them

And then, at one tinme, | can't recall who
it was that came down -- oh, it was one of the black
shi pman. He canme down and asked if anybody had a
phone because | think they were having trouble with
their radio. They were having difficulty reaching
t he men.

So they figured if sonmebody has a phone,
they could make, you know, an international call.
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So John Hall gave them his phone and | gave
them mne. And they came back in a matter of
m nutes with our phones because they apparently had
made cont act .

Then they came down and asked if anybody
spoke Chinese as initially the first |anguage there,
di d anybody speak Chi nese.

Then, a couple of mnutes |ater, they cane
down and asked "Does anybody speak Japanese?"

Apparently, they had a | anguage problem
Apparently, the people who were now | guess in the
life rafts, they were trying to conmunicate to them
and no one spoke Engli sh.

So they were asking if anybody coul d speak
t he | anguage. Nobody coul d speak Chi nese, nobody
coul d speak Japanese. We couldn't help themin that
regard.

MR. ABE: Before you go on, when the Chief
of Staff canme down to the torpedo room what did he
say?

MR. NOLAN: Well, he was very forthright
that, you know, we had hit this other ship. And,
wel |, of course we all knew that because we saw it.

And, you know, he was just kind of giving us
reports on the rescue.
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You know, | believe, and again it's not
like as clear as a bell to ne.

MR. ABE: Sure.

MR. NOLAN: But --

MR. ABE: Anything you have to say will be
real hel pful.

MR. NOLAN: | can renmenber -- this was kind
of after the fact. You know, this was the Coast
Guard was on its way. And the Captain had | guess -
- this may have even been after the Coast Guard had
rescued the--

MR. ABE: The Captain being the Chief of
Staff?

MR. NOLAN: Captain Waddl e.

MR. ABE: Ckay.

MR. NOLAN: Because this rang in ny m nd.
And | even think M. Thoman had said it in his
interviewwith Matt Lauer.

It was that he told everyone that they
shoul d each wite down what they experienced
i mmedi ately because it could change. Not to
enmbel 1'i sh anyt hi ng. ..

( TAPE CONCLUDED. )
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